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rise to problems only when international dividing lines are
concerned, although such cases receive greater publicity and
attention. Nevertheless, internal boundaries, i.e. boundaries
of the internal administrative divisions of States, are frequently
tied to rivers, as a brief examination of the large-scale maps of
any national survey will show. In Britain, county and parish
limits are often defined in this way, and a change in the course
of a river is sometimes indicated by the fact that a boundary
occasionally diverges from the present channel to follow an
earlier course. Similarly in other countries, rivers and lakes
are used and the dangers in this usage, wrhere appropriate
precautions are not taken, are well illustrated by Lawrence
Martin's study of the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary where
it runs through Lake Michigan.1 In this case, four years of
litigation at the highest national level were necessary to rectify
a previous legal decision.
These are but some of the problems inherent in the use
of physical features as political boundaries. Nowhere do they
provide complete and continuous dividing lines. The only
apparent advantage in their employment is that they are
recognizable in the landscape and are generally familiar to the
borderland inhabitants, but this asset can be equally well
obtained by modern methods of boundary marking. They came
into use for boundary purposes \vhen the State fulfilled a
function different from that of today, and when knowledge was
inadequate for boundary delimitation and demarcation.
Unfortunately their adoption has become a tradition, particu-
larly in Europe. The excessive fragmentation of this continent,
the result of a long and complicated historical evolution, can
no longer be considered as a justification of their use in this
connection. If then physical features are inadequate and
unsatisfactory as political boundaries, what alternatives are
available ? The answer to this question is twofold, but each part
of it is closely related to the character of the political entities
and their territorial bases which, under present circumstances,
demand delimitation.
1 L. Martin, "The Second Wisconsin-Michigan Boundary Case in the
Supreme Court of the United States, 1932-1936." Annals of the American
Association of Geographers, June 1938, Vol. xxvra. No. 2.
D